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Week Ending Friday, December 28, 2007 

The President’s Radio Address 

December 22, 2007 

Good morning. Christmas is just a few days 
away. As Americans gather around the tree 
with family and friends, we remember the 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, and Coast 
Guard men and women who will be spending 
this holiday far away from their homes and 
loved ones. 

America is blessed to have men and 
women willing to step forward to defend our 
freedoms and keep us safe from our enemies. 
We are thankful for their courage and their 
dedication to duty. We pray for their safety, 
and we wish them a Merry Christmas, wher-
ever they serve. 

America is also blessed to have military 
families willing to sacrifice for our country. 
The husbands and wives, mothers and fa-
thers, sons and daughters of those in the mili-
tary serve our country as well. For many of 
them, service means packing up their belong-
ings and moving on short notice, or living 
in a different country for a time, or missing 
a family member as he or she serves overseas. 
And this Christmas, many will sit down for 
dinner thinking of their loved ones half a 
world away. These families deserve the 
thanks and the prayers of our whole Nation. 

Some military families are helping loved 
ones recover from injuries sustained in com-
bat. These families are a special source of 
hope and strength for our wounded warriors. 
Through their encouragement and devotion, 
they help heal the body and the spirit, and 
they remind our wounded warriors that our 
Nation stands behind them. 

Other military families have felt the pain 
of losing a loved one in battle. This Christ-
mas, we hold them in our hearts. We lift 
them up in our prayers. And we are inspired 
by the example that many of these families 
have set by turning their grief into extraor-
dinary acts of compassion and love. 

One such inspiring example is the family 
of Army Specialist Michael Rodriguez of 
Knoxville, Tennessee. During his deploy-
ment in Iraq, Michael often wrote home to 
his family about the children he met on pa-
trol. In April, Michael was killed by a suicide 
bomber. Now his family is honoring his 
memory by helping to collect school supplies 
for students at an Iraqi school for girls. 

We are also grateful for Kirsten Yuhl- 
Torres of San Diego, California. In 2006, 
Kirsten lost her son, Sergeant Joseph Perry, 
in Iraq. To honor Joseph’s memory, she start-
ed sending care packages and writing letters 
of support to other soldiers serving there. 
Kirsten says, ‘‘Joe was our only son, but now 
we have hundreds.’’ 

Our Nation is also inspired by Bob 
Lehmiller, whose son, Sergeant Mike 
Lehmiller, was killed in 2005 while serving 
in Afghanistan. To honor his son, Bob cre-
ated Mike’s Guardian Eagle Foundation. The 
foundation gives financial assistance to mili-
tary families who need extra help when their 
loved ones deploy or if they’re wounded or 
killed on the field of battle. 

All these families have already given so 
much to America, and yet they have found 
a way to give even more. We thank each of 
them. And we thank every one of our citizens 
who supports our troops with letters and do-
nations or prayers. 

At this time of year, we acknowledge that 
love and sacrifice can transform our world. 
The miracle of Christmas reminds us that 
God’s grace is revealed in the humblest 
places. Two thousand years ago, the fullness 
of that grace was found in a tiny manger, 
and the life born that day changed our world 
forever. As Christmas approaches, Laura and 
I extend to all Americans our best wishes, 
and we hope every family is brought closer 
together during this season of reflection and 
rejoicing. 

Thank you for listening, and Merry Christ-
mas. 
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NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:30 a.m. on 
December 21 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December 
22. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 21 but 
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address. 

Statement on Signing the 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2008 

December 26, 2007 

Today, I signed into law H.R. 2764, legisla-
tion that will fund the Federal Government 
within the reasonable and responsible spend-
ing levels I proposed—without raising taxes 
and without the most objectionable policy 
changes considered by the Congress. This 
law provides a down payment for the re-
sources our troops need, without arbitrary 
timelines for withdrawal. The Congress 
should quickly take action next year to pro-
vide the remainder of the funding needed 
by our troops. 

I am disappointed in the way the Congress 
compiled this legislation, including aban-
doning the goal I set early this year to reduce 
the number and cost of earmarks by half. In-
stead, the Congress dropped into the bill 
nearly 9,800 earmarks that total more than 
$10 billion. These projects are not funded 
through a merit-based process and provide 
a vehicle for wasteful Government spending. 

There is still more to be done to rein in 
Government spending. In February I will 
submit my budget proposal for fiscal year 
2009, which will once again restrain spend-
ing, keep taxes low, and continue us on a 
path towards a balanced budget. I look for-
ward to working with the Congress in the 
coming year to ensure taxpayer dollars are 
spent wisely. 

Finally, this legislation contains certain 
provisions similar to those found in prior ap-
propriations bills passed by the Congress that 
might be construed to be inconsistent with 
my Constitutional responsibilities. To avoid 
such potential infirmities, the executive 
branch will interpret and construe such pro-

visions in the same manner as I have pre-
viously stated in regard to similar provisions. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 26, 2007. 

Remarks on the Death of Former 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto of 
Pakistan in Crawford, Texas 
December 27, 2007 

Laura and I extend our deepest condo-
lences to the family of Benazir Bhutto, to 
her friends, and to her supporters. We send 
our condolences to the families of the others 
who were killed in today’s violence. And we 
send our condolences to all the people of 
Pakistan on this tragic occasion. 

The United States strongly condemns this 
cowardly act by murderous extremists who 
are trying to undermine Pakistan’s democ-
racy. Those who committed this crime must 
be brought to justice. Mrs. Bhutto served her 
nation twice as Prime Minister, and she knew 
that her return to Pakistan earlier this year 
put her life at risk. Yet she refused to allow 
assassins to dictate the course of her country. 

We stand with the people of Pakistan in 
their struggle against the forces of terror and 
extremism. We urge them to honor Benazir 
Bhutto’s memory by continuing with the 
democratic process for which she so bravely 
gave her life. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:55 a.m. at the 
Bush Ranch. 

Proclamation—To Adjust the Rules 
of Origin Under the United States- 
Chile Free Trade Agreement and the 
United States-Singapore Free Trade 
Agreement 
December 27, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. Section 1206(a) of the Omnibus Trade 

and Competitiveness Act of 1988 (the ‘‘1988 
Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 3006(a)) authorizes the 
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